
Lesson guidelines



Tell the students this lesson is about Life in the City or in the Country. Ask which they think is better or worse, and why?

1. (15 mins) 
Books closed


Ask the class who lives in a city and who lives in the country – ask for a show of hands. Have they always lived where they do? Let each person speak briefly , encourage them to ask you your opinion. Most will live in towns – but do any of them have weekend homes in the country? Ask students to work in pairs or small groups and discuss reasons for living in the town and living in the country. Which is better? Is this the same for all age groups – 0-5yrs / 5-18 / 18-30 / 30-50 / 50+? Ask groups to share their thoughts with the class. Do a table of good and bad points on the board.

2. (10 mins) 
Books closed

Ask students to brainstorm adjectives, e.g. crowded, noisy, quiet, lots of crime or other words they associate with life in cities and life in towns. Are they applicable everywhere – towns as well as cities? What about places like Mexico City, Sao Paolo, Mumbai (Slumdog Millionaire)?

3. (10 mins) 
Books open

Ask students to open their books at Page 16. Look at the photos – are these photos typical of cities and the countryside in their home country? If not, how are they different? Ask student to give you full sentences using comparatives – less hilly, fewer skyscrapers, etc.

4. (15 mins) 
Workbooks open

Ask students to open their workbooks at Page 54. Go through the notes on Language: modifiers for comparatives with modifiers with the class. Ask them to complete exercise 1A and check their answers. Then ask them to do exercise B – to work in pairs and write three sentences about places in their home country – check as you go round the class. 

Now ask them to think of capital cities in Asia and the Americas. Get them to write sentences comparing two cities, one in each continent – but without naming the cities. Can the rest of the class guess which cities are being compared? Finally, ask them to find and correct the mistakes in exercise C.
5. (20 mins) 
Books open

Ask the class what they know of San Francisco and NewYork. How many students have been to either or both. What did they think of the two? Which did they prefer? Ask the students open their books at Page 17 and scan the reading texts to complete the headlines. Then ask them to read through the texts more carefully and do exercise B, C and D.

BREAK
6. (20 mins) 
Books closed

City or country? There are advantages and disadvantages to living in both. Divide the class into 3 or 4 groups and tell them they have been asked to plan a new ‘living area’. The aim is to incorporate the best of both worlds. They have to decide on location (coast, mountains), climate zone, types of shops, leisure facilities, means of transport, etc. Give them 15 minutes to form their ideas and then ask students to form groups and tell each other about their ideas. Make sure you listen, or get groups to stand up and tell the class what they think.

7.  (10 mins) 
Books open

Ask the class if they live in an area that has mixed cultures. If so, do they think this is good? What is good? What is bad? Why is it good/bad? Have this discussed and encourage them to ask each other and you questions. Do a table of good and bad points.


8. (15 mins)
Books open

Ask students to open their books at Page 18 for a listening exercise. Look at section 5, exercise A. Either let them look this up or ask them their understanding and then explain the meanings of each phrase. Use exercise B as a basis for a short discussion. Do question 1 as a group and then ask them to prepare (in pairs) arguments for and against easy immigration and discuss.

9. (15 mins) 
Books open

Explain listening exercise C on page 18, then play the CD and ask them to complete the table in exercise C. Now play the CD again and ask them to answer exercises D1-3. Complete exercise E and help them understand the way the words change the meanings.


10. (10 mins)
Books open

On Page 18 discuss exercise 7 and ask for some ideas/phrases they could use. Have them work in pairs to compose an Email home. When completed have the Emails read to the class.

BREAK
11. (15 mins)
Books closed/open

Ask the class which cities they think are the largest in the world and guesses at the populations, write the answers on the board. Have any of them visited these cities? What were their impressions/experiences? What do they imagine these cities would be like? What is the largest city in their country, what is the population? Check their understanding of developed and developing world. What is meant by “urban”? Explain this if necessary. Ask them to open their books at Page 19 and complete exercise A.

12. (5 mins) 
Books open

Ask students to open their books at Page 19 and go over the terms “push and pull” factors before they complete exercises B and C. Do they agree with these factors?

13. (10 mins) 
Workbooks open

Ask students to open their books at Page 55 and complete exercises 2,3 and 4, monitoring and discussing these with them.

14. (10 mins) 
Books open

Ask students to open their books at Page 19 and conclude this unit by looking at the questions in exercise 10. Ask the students to ask each other questions on this and justify any answers they give. Show them Language Bank 5 on Page 72 and how to use this to help form different sentences. They should complete the dialogue here before they start their discussions. 

In any remaining time, review the unit with emphasis on the new grammar and vocabulary. Use any exercises in the book or workbook section which have not been used.

(30 mins) 
Oral Fluency and GESE preparation
For information on how best to structure this time, refer to the GESE preparation guidelines. Note that some students will not be taking a GESE exam and the time should be presented as oral fluency practice relevant to Trinity candidates rather than ‘exam preparation’. The work done in this half-hour can be done at any time, and does not have to be left to the end of the morning or afternoon.
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